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Preface 

Earnest  effort  has  been  made  by  the  author  of  this 
little  booklet  to  learn  something  of  the  history  and  de- 
termine the  course  of  the  Old  Glade  Road.  The  result 
of  this  effort  is  here  recorded. 

Acknowledgment  is  made  of  the  author's  obligation 
to  Henry  W.  Shoemaker,  State  Archivist,  and  the  Staffs 
of  Carnegie  Library  of  Pittsburgh,  the  State  Library  at 
Harrisburg,  and  the  Darlington  Library  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Pittsburgh  for  their  helpful  service. 

In  addition  to  the  persons  named  in  this  booklet, 
credit  is  given  to  the  following  persons  for  their  help: 
Dwight  Roberts  of  Uniontown;  W.  J.  Laughner  and 
Robert  Drake  of  Greensburg;  P.  W.  A.  Middleton  of 
Bedford;  E.  J.  Burkett,  Mann's  Choice;  John  Hillegas, 
New  Buena  Vista ;  John  Scull,  G.  F.  Endsley ,  Miss  Har- 
riett Holderbaum,  and  Attorneys  Joseph  Levy,  and 
Charles  F.  Uhl,  aU  of  Somerset ;  W.  F.  Cummings,  Dr.  J. 
Q.  Robinson,  L.  F.  DeHappart,  Bruce  Poole,  Joseph 
Stevenson,  William  Thomas  Sampson,  and  Earl  Albig  of 
West  Newton;  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S.  C.  Stevenson  of  Mt. 
Pleasant;  Jess  W.  Cogley  of  Wilkinsburg;  and  Charles 
S.  Wardley  of  Pittsburgh. 

Also  to  my  wife  who  travelled  with  me  on  our 
numerous  trips  to  Bedford  and  West  Newton  and  points 
between  and  materially  aided  in  the  search  for  useful 
data. 


THE  OLD  GLADE  ROAD 

The  Glade  Road  derives  its  name  from  the  fertile 
meadow  lands  lying  between  the  Allegheny  and  Laurel 
Hill  Mountains  at  the  headwaters  of  Stoney  Creek, 
Laurel  Hill  Creek  and  the  Castleman  River. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  eighteenth  and  early  part 
of  the  nineteenth  century  this  road  was  preferred  by 
many  to  the  Forbes  Road  in  travelling  to  the  Ohio  or 
Western  Country.  The  story  of  this  road  is  the  subject 
of  my  paper  this  evening  in  which  I  will  present  to  you  a 
brief  account  of  the  history  of  this  interesting  highway. 

By  way  of  introduction,  I  call  attention  to  Brad- 
dock's  effort  in  1755  to  capture  Ft.  Duquesne.  You  are 
generally  familiar  with  the  course  of  his  road  from  Wills 
Creek  or  Cumberland  to  the  Little  Crossing  near  Grants- 
ville,  Maryland,  thence  into  Pennsylvania  and  over  the 
Great  Crossing  at  Somerfield,  passing  near  Fort  Neces- 
sity to  Jumonville's  Grave,  through  Dunbar's  Camp  to 
Stewart's  Crossing,  and  through  Mount  Pleasant  to 
Circleville,  to  McKeesport,  Duquesne,  and  Braddock's 
Field. 

The  General,  with  this  route  in  mind,  requested 
Governor  Morris  to  have  a  road  built  through  Pennsyl- 
vania to  connect  with  his  road  near  the  Forks  of  the 
Youghiogheny  or  what  was  then,  as  now,  called  Turkey 
Foot,  the  purpose  being  to  connect  by  a  straight  course 
from  Turkey  Foot  with  Braddock's  Road  at  the  Great 
Crossing,  or  Somerfield. 

Commissioners  were  appointed  to  lay  out  this  road, 
one  of  these  being  Colonel  James  Burd  to  whom  fell  the 
duty  of  building  the  road. 


The  Burd  Road 

The  course  of  the  Burd  Road  was  from  Carlisle  to 
Shippensburg  to  Ft.  Loudon  to  Ft.  Littleton  over  Rays 
Hill  to  the  Juniata  Crossing  to  Bloody  Run,  now  Everet, 
to  Raystown,  now  Bedford,  along  the  Raystown  Branch 
of  the  Juniata  following  from  Wolfsburg  the  foot  of 
Wills  Mountain  to  the  Stookey  Farm,  and  through  the 
opening  in  the  woods  on  this  farm,  clearly  visible  at  this 
day,  as  was  pointed  out  to  us  by  Professor  David  W.  Rial 
on  our  tour  of  the  Forbes  Road  on  July  18th,  this  year; 
thence  following  the  course  of  the  Juniata  to  the  vicinity 
of  Shawnese  Cabins,  or  New  Buena  Vista,  nearby,  and 
then  in  a  southwesterly  direction  to  the  top  of  the  Alle- 
gheny Mountains. 

A  map  of  this  road  as  it  was  intended  to  be  laid  out 
to  the  Turkey  Foot  is  to  be  found  in  Hulbert's  Historic 
Highways,  Volume  5.  And  the  Nicholas  Scull  Map  of 
1759  shows  this  road  from  Raystown  crossing  and  re- 
crossing  the  Raystown  Branch  of  the  Juniata  and  ending 
on  the  top  or  in  the  midst  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains. 
This  map  indicates  that  the  road  had  been  cut  several 
miles  beyond  the  crest  of  the  mountain,  but  just  how  it 
ascended  the  mountain  from  the  vicinity  of  New  Buena 
Vista  I  have  not  been  able  to  determine. 

This  Burd  Road  of  1755  was  the  first  Pennsylvania 
road  to  the  top  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains,  and  the 
forerunner  of  the  Glade  Road  to  which  your  attention 
is  now  specifically  directed. 

The  Glade  Road 

I  will  show  that  present  Route  No.  31  follows  in  the 
main  the  course  of  the  Old  Glade  Road,  part  of  which 
route  is  over  a  portion  of  the  original  Burd  Road  of  1755. 

Hulbert  in  his  Historic  Highways,  Volume  5,  Page 
33,  referring  to  the  Old  Trading  Path  which  is  the  pres- 
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ent  Forbes  Road,  and  then  to  the  Old  Glade  Road, 
continues:  "the  name  commonly  applied  to  the  portion 
which  Burd  opened  from  the  main  path  from  where  it 
diverged  four  miles  west  of  Bedford  to  the  Summit  of 
Allegheny  Mountain." 

In  Planting  of  Civilization  in  Western  Pennsylvania, 
at  page  233,  we  find  this  statement:  "An  alternative 
route  that  seems  to  have  been  preferred  by  travelers  to 
the  one  through  Ligonier  except  in  wet  weather,  di- 
verged from  the  main  road  about  four  miles  west  of 
Bedford,  followed  probably  the  line  of  Burd's  Road  of 
1755  to  the  Allegheny  Ridge  and  then  took  what  was 
known  as  the  Glade  Road  through  Somerset  and  Mt. 
Pleasant." 

Referring  again  to  Hulbert  in  his  volume  5,  at  page 
197,  after  reference  is  made  to  Putnam  and  his  Pioneers 
of  1787-8,  the  author  continues:  "They  came  over  the 
worn  track  of  Forbes  Road  through  Carlisle  and  Bed- 
ford proceeding  southwest  through  the  'Glades'  to  the 
Youghiogheny  River  at  West  Newton,  Pennsylvania." 

A  note  at  the  bottom  of  page  140,  Penn  Pictures, 
reads:  "The  Glade  Road  ran  from  a  point  about  four 
miles  west  of  Bedford  through  the  present  Somerset  and 
Mt.  Pleasant  to  the  Monongahela  River." 

In  Guidebook  to  Historic  Places  in  Western  Penn- 
sylvania, the  following  reference  is  made  to  the  Glade 
Road:  "This  road  branched  off  the  Pennsylvania  Road 
four  and  one-half  miles  west  of  Bedford  near  Stookey's. 
(This  is  the  stone  house  at  the  forks  of  the  road  in 
early  times  known  as  Stookey's  Hotel.)  The  old  Burd 
Military  Road  had  branched  off  the  Trading  Path,  now 
Forbes  Road,  at  this  point.  It  was  another  route  to  the 
Monongahela  River  and  was  actually  ten  miles  shorter 
than  the  Pennsylvania  Road.  It  followed  roughly  what 
is  now  Route  No.  31,  and  passed  through  what  are  now 


Mann's  Choice,  Berlin,  Cherry's  Mill,  Mount  Pleasant, 
West  Newton,  and  McKeesport.  It  was  an  important 
highway  for  thousands  of  Pennsylvanians  and  others  on 
their  way  west." 


Rufus  Putnam 

Reference  is  made  in  the  Guidebook  to  the  use  of 
this  road  by  Rufus  Putnam  and  his  New  Englanders  on 
their  way  to  Marietta  in  1788.  In  this  connection  I  call 
attention  to  the  North  West  Territory  Expedition  Pio- 
neers of  1937  and  1938  endeavoring  to  travel  over  the 
route  that  Rufus  Putnam  and  his  Pioneers  of  1787  and 
1788  had  traversed. 

These  1938  Pioneers  followed  the  Glade  Road,  as 
their  predecessors  had  done,  and  after  passing  through 
Bedford,  camped  at  Mann's  Choice  and  at  Berlin,  next 
at  Somerset,  and  then  Jones  Mills,  followed  by  a  stop 
at  Mt.  Pleasant,  and  on  January  20,  1938,  arrived  at 
West  Newton. 


Origin  of  The  Glade  Road 

I  have  referred  to  the  Burd  Road  which  was  headed 
for  the  Turkey  Foot  or  the  Great  Glades  of  present 
Somerset  County,  then  Cumberland.  It  did  not  reach  its 
destination,  but  it  did  reach  the  top  of  the  Allegheny 
Mountains. 

Burd,  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Morris  dated  July  5, 
1755,  from  the  Allegheny  Mountains  said:  "We  have 
now  got  this  far  with  the  Road,  but  at  present  are  under 
a  very  great  Dilemma,  the  cause  of  which  is  as  follows:" 

He  then  relates  sending  James  Smith  for  the  pur- 
pose of  hurrying  up  provisions  and  Smith's  capture  by 
the  Indians  and  the  killing  of  his  companion,  Arnold 


Vigorous.   Just  what  point  in  the  Allegheny  Mountains 
this  letter  was  written,  we  do  not  know. 

But  on  July  17  Burd  again  wrote,  and  this  time 
from  the  top  of  the  Allegheny  Mountain:  "From  our 
Camp  at  the  Top  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains  measured 
65  miles  from  A.  Thompsons,  17th  July  1755."  The  first 
paragraph  of  this  letter  follows : 

"I  have  the  Honour  of  yours  of  the  5th  curr^  and 
for  Answer.  When  we  went  out  to  view  the  Road  we 
went  ab^  15  Miles  a  head  of  the  Camp  where  we  now 
lay,  tho,  we  intended  at  that  Time  to  go  as  far  as  the 
three  Forks  of  Youghyougain  or  the  Turkey  Foot,  Yet 
we  were  obliged  to  return  on  Account  of  the  certain 
Intelligence  I  received  from  Cap'^  Rutherford  from  Fort 
Cumberland  of  a  Party  of  Thirty  French,  into  whose 
Hands  we  must  have  undoubtedly  fallen  had  we  at- 
tempted to  proceed,  as  said  Party  was  laying  between 
Us  and  the  Forks.  Mr.  Croghan  assured  us  there  was 
no  manner  of  doubt  of  a  fine  Road  from  the  Place  where 
we  left  off  to  the  Turkey  Foot." 

From  this  letter  we  know  that  Burd  had  reached 
the  top  of  the  Allegheny  Mountains ;  that  he  was  within 
15  miles  of  the  point  of  the  original  survey  which  was 
18  miles  from  Turkey  Foot,  the  intended  destination.  ^ 

A  warrant  was  issued  to  Frederick  I.  Eshimer  on 
the  10th  day  of  August,  1765,  for  land  then  in  Cumber- 
land County,  and  a  survey  made  of  the  same  on  the  5th 
day  of  December,  1765.  This  warrant  mentions  the  56- 
mile  tree  on  Burd's  Road  and  the  survey  shows  the  Burd 
Road  running  through  the  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
village  of  New  Buena  Vista. 

James  B.  Landis,  Attomey-at-law,  Somerset,  Penn- 
sylvania, informed  me  that  a  Report  of  Viewers,  Bed- 


iColonial  Records,  Volume  6,  Pages  466-484;  also  Page  368. 
Pennsylvania  Archives,  Eighth  Series,  Volume  5,  Page  4082. 


ford  County,  in  1804,  shows  Burd's  Road  at  a  point  two 
and  one-third  miles  northeast  of  "Gasper  Statler  Glade 
Road."  Statler  kept  a  tavern  at  the  place  now  known 
as  West  End,  and  the  Burd  Road  would  therefore  be 
near  Kegg  or  between  Kegg  and  New  Baltimore,  and 
could  have  reached  the  top  of  the  mountain  at  or  near 
Praetors,  either  southwesterly  from  Kegg  somewhere 
near  present  Route  No.  31,  or  west  and  sharply  south- 
west along  the  side  of  the  mountain  from  New  Baltimore. 

Bedford  County 

Bedford  County,  formed  from  Cumberland,  was 
created  on  March  9,  1771.  At  the  July  Term  of  Court 
in  1772  a  petition  was  presented  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Brothers  Valley,  now  Somerset  County,  setting  forth 
their  hardships  and  inconveniences  for  want  of  a  road 
from  the  town  of  Bedford  to  the  Youghiogheny. 

The  petition  asked  that  the  road  begin  at  Bedford 
and  run  through  the  Glades  of  Yough  and  Stoney  Creek 
and  by  Sewekely  to  the  River. 

It  prayed  for  the  appointment  of  proper  persons  to 
view  the  road  and  make  return  thereof.  Six  viewers 
were  appointed  with  instructions  to  view  the  road  and 
make  report  to  the  next  term  of  court. 

Five  of  the  six  appointed  viewers,  namely  John 
Nicklas,  James  Wells,  Junior,  Thomas  Kenton,  John 
Forgeson,  and  Richard  Brown  made  return,  and  said  in 
part  therein:  "In  pursuance  therefore  of  the  said  order 
we  the  subscribers  Do  make  Report  to  Your  Worships 
that  we  together  with  the  said  Hance  Ireland  have 
viewed  the  ground,  were  the  said  Road  was  petitioned 
for,  that  we  find  it  necessary  that  a  Road  be  laid  out 
along  the  same,  and  that  we  have  laid  out  the  same  by 
courses  and  distances  following:"  The  course  of  the  road 
is  then  described  in  degrees  and  perches  and  the  report 
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concludes  as  follows:  "To  the  thirty  one  mile  tree  from 
Fort  Pitt  on  General  Braddock's  Road  where  the  same 
crosses  Sewekely  Creek  being  in  the  whole  sixty  seven 
miles,  which  road  as  it  is  above  described  and  laid  out 
we  think  will  be  least  to  the  Damage  or  inconveniences 
of  the  Neighbors  or  Parties  concerned  and  least  injurious 
to  the  settlements  thereabouts,  and  we  do  Report  to 
Your  Worships  that  the  same  will  be  of  Publick  use 
which  Nevertheless  we  submit  to  Your  Worships."  The 
report  is  then  signed  by  five  of  the  viewers,  the  signa- 
ture of  Hance  Ireland  not  being  attached. 

The  court  confirmed  the  Return  and  ordered  the 
road  to  be  forthwith  opened,  cut,  cleared  and  bridged  to 
the  breadth  of  thirty-three  feet.  This  was  the  origin  of 
the  Old  Glade  Road.  In  the  History  of  Bedford  and 
Somerset  Counties,  at  page  193,  reference  is  made  to 
the  viewers  appointed  to  lay  out  this  road  in  1772,  and 
continues :  "This  was  the  road  afterwards  known  as  the 
Glade's  Road." 


Fixed  Points 

In  the  aforementioned  description  of  the  1772  Road, 
aside  from  the  courses  and  distances  in  degrees  and 
perches,  but  seven  specific  points  are  mentioned.  The 
first  from  Bedford  is  Michael  Huffs  which  I  have  not 
been  able  to  locate,  but  figure  it  to  have  been  between 
six  and  seven  miles  from  Bedford.  This  would  be  close 
to  Mann's  Choice,  and  the  Glade  Road  certainly  passed 
through  Mann's  Choice.  At  the  intersection  of  Routes 
31  and  96  in  Mann's  Choice  is  an  old  brick  building  now 
called  Glade  Inn  which  was  a  tavern  on  the  Old  Glade 
Road. 

The  next  point  mentioned  is  the  Stoney  Creek 
Branch  which  would  be  in  the  vicinity  of  present  Rox- 
bury.   This  would  be  about  one  half  way  between  West 


End  and  Somerset  and  a  few  miles  farther  Stoney  Creek 
proper,  which  is  strong  evidence  that  the  Glade  Road 
did  not  pass  through  Berlin,  as  some  authorities  say, 
but  to  the  north  of  this  town. 

Next  is  mentioned  the  West  Side  of  Laurel  Hill 
which  would  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  present  Jones 
Mills,  and  then  the  Four  Mile  Run.  This  indicates  that 
the  original  road  ran  north  of  Donegal  and  Acme,  as 
Four  Mile  Run,  while  its  source  is  close  to  these  points, 
is  somewhat  to  the  north,  and  the  old  road  ran  north  of 
Donegal  and  Acme  and  north  of  present  Route  No.  31 
and  came  back  to  Route  No.  31  at  or  near  Laurelville. 

The  next  fixed  point  is  the  Foot  of  Chestnut  Ridge, 
which  would  be  about  present  Laurelville,  and  the  old 
road,  according  to  old-time  residents,  did  come  very 
close  to  present  Laurelville,  formerly  Cherry's  or 
Cherrys  Mill,  and  from  this  locality  to  the  last  men- 
tioned point,  the  Thirty-one  Mile  Tree,  where  Braddock's 
Road  crossed  Sewekely. 

Goudys  Crossing 

My  best  judgment  is,  and  I  have  made  earnest  effort 
to  locate  the  spot,  that  Braddock's  Road  crossed  Se- 
wickley  Creek  at  Goudy's  Crossing  less  than  one  mile 
west  of  Hunkers. 

Just  when  this  road,  surveyed  in  1772,  was  com- 
pleted I  do  not  know,  but  certainly  it  was  used  by 
Putnam  and  his  Pioneers  in  January  of  1788.  Prior  to 
this  Peter  Muhlenberg,  as  set  forth  in  his  journal  which 
is  found  in  Penn  Pictures  at  page  141,  travelled  over 
this  road  from  Bedford  to  Blacks  to  Cherry's  Mill  and 
to  the  Big  Suweekly  in  1784.  Blacks  is  near  Brotherton, 
and  here  is  erected  on  Route  No.  31  a  fine  monument  to 
the  memory  of  Jeremiah  Black,  late  of  our  Supreme 
Court  and  a  descendant  of  the  original  Black  settler. 
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And  at  page  139  in  the  same  work  the  Journal  of  Johann 
David  Schoepf  tells  of  his  stopping  at  Bonnets  and 
Herman  Husbands  and  travelling  over  Dry  Ridge,  which 
Ridge,  as  the  early  maps  and  many  of  our  modern  maps 
show,  was  the  course  of  the  Glade  Road  from  Mann's 
Choice  to  West  End. 

Richard  T.  Wiley  in  his  book,  Elizabeth  and  her 
Neighbors,  at  page  44,  sets  out  an  advertisement  from 
a  Philadelphia  paper  under  date  of  August  22,  1788, 
with  reference  to  boat  building  in  Elizabeth  Town,  from 
which  I  quote:  "The  route  to  it  from  Bedford,  is  by 
Bonnet's  tavern,  from  there  by  the  Glade  Road  to 
Cherry's  Mill,  to  Budd's  ferry  on  the  Yough,  thence  to 
Captain  Peterson's  and  from  thence  a  good  road  to 
Elizabeth  Town." 

Petersons  place  was  the  Black  Horse  Tavern  on  the 
Western  Side  of  the  Youghiogheny  and  directly  West  of 
Budds  Ferry,  and  from  Petersons  a  road  continued 
almost  directly  west  to  Perry's  Ferry  near  Elizabeth, 
and  another  branch  to  Castners  Ferry,  now  Donora,  the 
Elizabeth  branch  extending  to  McKeesport.  These  vari- 
ous branches  were  extensions  to  the  west  of  the  original 
Glade  Road  and  are  shown  on  Reading  Howell's  Map 
of  1792. 


HowelVs  Map 

On  this  map  the  Glade  Road  is  shown  from  Bedford 
to  Bonnets,  an  inn  on  the  old  road  about  four  miles  west 
of  Bedford  and  at  the  junction  of  the  Pennsylvania  or 
Forbes  Road  from  which  the  Glade  Road  diverges  to 
the  southwest  and  leads  to  the  top  of  the  Allegheny 
Mountain  at  Praetors,  this  in  all  probability  near  the 
point  reached  by  Burd  in  1755.  While  a  road  is  here 
shown  diverging  to  the  southwest  and  through  Berlin, 
the  Glade  Road  is  shown  crossing  Stony  Creek  Branch 
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and  then  Stony  Creek  near  Blacks,  which  is  to  the  north 
of  Berlin.  Gilmores  is  the  next  name  found  on  the  map, 
which  is  near  the  present  town  of  Brotherton,  and  still 
moving  west  we  find  Husbands,  now  Somerset. 

I  have  previously  called  your  attention  to  Johann 
David  Schoepf  in  1783  having  stopped  at  Herman  Hus- 
band's. Husband  lived  at  this  time  in  or  near  present 
Somerset.  He  was  an  early  settler  in  this  vicinity, 
though  not  the  first,  and  for  a  time,  probably  shortly 
after  1783,  lived  in  a  cottage  on  the  site  of  present 
Coffee  Shop  Farms  Restaurant,  a  sign  at  this  restaurant 
today  indicating  that  with  a  price  on  his  head  he  lived 
in  a  log  cabin  now  concealed  within  the  walls  of  this 
house,  1785  to  1792. 

He  settled  in  this  vicinity  under  the  name  of 
"Tuscape  Death"  signifying  his  flight  from  the  Colony 
of  North  Carolina  in  an  effort  to  escape  the  death  pen- 
alty for  his  participation  in  a  revolution  against  the 
Colonial  Authorities  who  were  loyal  to  the  King.  In 
1783  and  previous  thereto  he  probably  lived  a  little  to 
the  North  and  West  of  present  Somerset,  and  the  Glade 
Road  took  this  course. 

The  map  then  shows  the  Road  over  Laurel  Hill  and 
Chestnut  Ridge  to  Cherrys,  at  present  Laurelville.  At 
this  point  another  road,  as  shown  on  this  map,  in- 
tersects with  the  Glade  Road,  and  this  intersecting 
road  runs  southwest  from  Praetor's  through  Berlin, 
Anchonys  on  Coxe's  Creek  through  Husband's  south- 
west of  the  Husbands  on  the  Glade  Road  to  Jones'  which 
is  on  Laurel  Hill  Creek  on  the  eastern  slope  of  Laurel 
Hill,  but  not  Jones  Mills  on  the  Glade  Road,  across 
Laurel  Hill  and  Chestnut  Ridge  to  Cherry's  as  stated, 
returning  at  this  point  to  the  Glade  Road. 

So  here  is  a  road  shown  on  this  early  map  of  1792 
running  from  Praetor's  through  Berlin,  and  gives  some 
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support  to  those  authorities  who  contend  the  Glade  Road 
ran  through  this  town.  In  this  respect  I  refer  to  the 
history  of  Bedford  and  Somerset  Counties  in  which,  at 
page  193,  The  Glades  Road  is  mentioned,  followed  by 
this  statement:  "The  Road  (meaning  the  Glade  Road) 
is  marked  on  Reading  Howell's  map  of  Pennsylvania 
published  in  1792.  Marks  on  the  map  would  almost  make 
it  look  as  though  it  had  at  first  passed  a  little  north  of 
Somerset. 

"This  map  shows  that  on  the  eastern  side  of  the 
Allegheny  Mountains  by  the  house  of  one  Praetor,  a  road 
branches  off  from  the  Glades  Road  to  the  Southwest  and 
passes  through  the  town  of  Berlin." 

The  article  further  states :  "This  road  continued  on 
toward  the  Somerset  settlement,  crossing  Coxe's  Creek 
at  or  near  Ankeny's  Mill. 

"This  was  a  mill  that  stood  a  few  rods  away  from 
where  Kantner's  Woolen  factory  is,  or  about  one  mile 
south  of  Somerset.  From  Ankeny's  Mill  it  continued 
west  toward  Laurel  Hill  Creek  which  it  crossed  near 
where  the  William  Jones  Mill  used  to  be.  After  it  crossed 
the  Laurel  Hill  Mountains  it  followed  the  county  line 
between  Westmoreland  and  Fayette  Counties." 

A  study  of  the  Map  of  Pennsylvania  will  show  that 
this  county  line  leads  to  Laurelville,  formerly  Cherry  or 
Cherry's  Mill. 

Corroboration 

In  the  story  of  Sim  Greene  or  Tom  The  Tinkers 
Men,  we  find,  at  page  44,  that  the  little  company,  after 
leaving  Bedford  on  their  way  west  stopped  at  Bonet's, 
a  farmhouse  tavern,  about  four  miles  west  of  Bedford, 
and  took  the  Glades  Road  the  next  morning.  This  was 
in  1788.    The  story  tells  of  their  reaching  the  Summit 
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of  the  Allegheny  Mountains  and  of  the  Laurel  Ridge  in 
the  distance  and  the  beautiful  Glades  in  the  eighteen 
mile  strip  between.  It  then  recites  the  reaching  of  the 
Youghiogheny  and  the  crossing  on  the  Ferry  of  the 
Irishman  Simeral  and  how  Simeral  praised  his  inn  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river  and  told  of  Putnam  crossing 
his  ferry  and  stopping  at  his  inn  some  months  before. 

This  story  shows  that  Putnam  crossed  at  Simeral's 
and  not  Budd's  Ferry.  The  Howell  Map  shows  the  Road 
continuing  from  Cherry's  to  Lodges  on  a  branch  of 
Sewickley  Creek  and  then  branching  off  in  several  direc- 
tions, one  going  on  to  Carr's  at  which  point  it  crossed 
Big  Sewickley,  and  another  road  going  almost  directly 
west  to  Budd's  Ferry  and  also  Somrals  and  thence  to 
Petersons  (Black  Horse  Tavern),  and  on  to  Castners 
Ferry  (Donora),  Perrys  Ferry  (Pangburn  Hollow),  to 
Elizabeth  and  McKeesport.  This  was  the  Glade  Road. 


Glade  Road  Turnpike 

An  advertisement  carried  in  the  Somerset  Whig 
under  date  of  August  24,  1820,  reads : 

"Glade  Road  Turnpike 

From  the  forks  of  the  road  to  ^  Miles 

The  Two  Taverns                         ^  4 

To  Metzger's  5 

"    Statler's  4 

"    Job's  3 

"    Imhofe's  2 

"    White  Horse  1 

"    Gebhart's  5 

"    Cooper's  1 

"   Will's  3 

"    Heiple's  4 

"    Somerset  1 

"    Musgrave's  4 
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Miles 

To  Bough's  1 

Grindle's  2 

Big  Spring  4 

Beymer's  1 

Berkey's  1 

Jones'  Mill  4 

Thompson's  6" 

These  distances  are  reckoned  from  the  forks  of  the 
road,  and  not  from  Bedford.  The  Two  Taverns  would  be 
in  the  vicinity  of  Napier's,  and  Metzger's  was  on  Dry 
Ridge,  and  the  Old  Brick  Building  still  stands.  Statlers 
is  West  End,  which  was  reached  from  Metzger's  over 
Dry  Ridge,  but  there  was  a  lower  road,  perhaps  part  of 
the  Burd  Road,  used  by  drivers  in  preference  to  the  Dry 
Ridge  Route  because  of  watering  facilities.  Imhoff's 
was  Dividing  Ridge,  and  White  Horse,  Praetor's.  Geb- 
hart's.  Cooper's,  Will's,  and  Heiple's  were  on  the  route 
to  Somerset  and  about  four  miles  north  of  Berlin.  On 
John  Wells  Map  of  Pennsylvania,  published  in  1818,  is 
shown  on  the  Glade  Road,  White  Horse,  Deeters  Gap, 
Roxbury,  Gebharts,  Stulls,  Herples,  Somerset,  and  other 
places  on  present  Route  No.  31. 

The  remaining  houses  mentioned  confirm  the  posi- 
tion I  have  taken  that  the  Road  continued  west  through 
Somerset,  Big  Spring  near  Pike  Country  Club,  to  Jones 
Mills  and  Thompson's  near  Mount  Pleasant. 


The  Mud  Pike 

Frequent  references  show  that  a  road  branched  off 
the  Glade  Road  at  Praetor's  and  passed  through  the 
town  of  Berlin.  This  road  at  this  early  day  through 
Berlin  was  known  as  The  Mud  Pike,  or  a  freight  road 
over  which  hogs,  sheep,  cattle,  turkeys,  etc.,  were  trans- 
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ported  by  foot  in  preference  to  the  harder  footing  of  the 
Glade  Road. 

In  the  summer  of  1940,  and  again  in  August  of  1941, 
I  conferred  with  Dr.  E.  C.  Saylor  of  Berlin,  a  well  in- 
formed person  on  the  history  of  this  section,  and  he  was 
certain  that  the  Glade  Road  had  not  passed  through 
Berlin.  I  asked  him  why  the  "1938  Pioneers"  had 
camped  in  Berlin,  and  was  informed  that  a  committee 
of  enterprising  Berlin  citizens  had  met  the  Pioneers  at 
Everett  and  persuaded  them,  by  reason  of  lack  of  ac- 
commodations at  West  End  where  they  had  intended  to 
camp,  that  they  should  come  to  Berlin  from  White  Horse 
and  be  welcomed  at  that  place  where  abundant  accom- 
modations could  be  had.  So  the  "1938  Pioneers"  moved 
off  the  beaten  historic  path  of  1788  in  order  to  get  1938 
accommodations. 

That  the  road  through  Berlin  which  I  have  desig- 
nated as  the  Mud  Pike  was  considerably  used  in  early 
days  is  evidenced  by  a  letter  set  out  in  the  Life  and 
Writings  of  A.  J.  Dallas  by  his  son  George  Mifflin  Dallas, 
at  page  43 : 

"Praetors  at  the  top  of 
Allegheny  Mountain 
26  October,  1794. 

"At  the  place  from  which  I  am  now  writing,  the 
Army  divided — the  Jersey  line  pursuing  the  route  to  a 
solitary  tavern  called  Black's,  and  the  Pennsylvania  line 
proceeding  to  a  small  Dutch  village  called  Berlin." 

The  army  referred  to  being  forces  engaged  in  sub- 
duing the  Whiskey  Insurrection. 


16 


White  Horse 

White  Horse  has  frequently  been  mentioned,  by 
which  is  meant  a  tavern  by  that  name  on  the  Old  Glade 
Road  located  near  Dividing  Ridge  and  at  the  point  on 
Howell's  map  designated  as  Praetor's.  The  marks  of  the 
old  tavern  are  still  present,  and  it  is  not  difficult  to  see 
that  it  had  been  built  over  what  is  now  the  roadbed  of 
present  Route  No.  31.  It  was  from  this  point  that  the 
Mud  Pike  diverged  from  the  Glade  Road  and  passed 
through  MacDonaldtown  and  Berlin. 

An  Old  Advertisement 

On  the  wall  at  Coffee  Springs  Farm  Restaurant  in 
Somerset  is  a  copy  of  the  Somerset  Whig  of  March  5, 
1818,  in  which  is  a  notice  with  reference  to  the  Somerset 
and  Bedford  Turnpike  which  notice  contains  this  para- 
graph: "Notice  is  therefore  given  to  the  subscribers  to 
the  Stock  of  said  Company  to  meet  at  the  house  of 
Joseph  Filson,  Inn  Keeper,  on  the  Glade  Road  in  Alle- 
gheny Township,  Somerset  County,  on  Friday,  the  20th 
of  March  next."  It  is  the  opinion  of  Charles  F.  Cook  of 
Somerset  from  whom  I  received  valuable  information 
that  Joseph  Filson  was  the  proprietor  of  White  Horse 
Inn. 

Dry  Ridge 

Going  west  from  Mann's  Choice,  the  Glade  Road  or 
Glade  Pike,  as  it  is  frequently  referred  to,  does  not 
follow  Route  No.  31,  but  a  short  distance  from  the  Post 
Office,  or  from  the  Glade  Inn  at  the  intersection  of 
Routes  Nos.  31  and  96,  it  turns  abruptly  to  the  left  and 
goes  over  Dry  Ridge  to  West  End.  This  is  clearly  marked 
on  some  of  our  modern  Pennsylvania  maps,  and  on  a 
map  of  our  State  in  my  possession  published  in  1857,  the 
Glade  Road  from  Bedford  through  Mann's  Choice  and 
over  Dry  Ridge  through  Roxbury,  Somerset,  Laurelville, 
Donegal,  Mount  Pleasant,  to  West  Newton  is  shown. 
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Topographic  and  Geological  Maps 

On  the  Hyndman  Quadrangle  of  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey  the  Glade  Pike  is  shown  from  near 
Mann's  Choice  over  Dry  Ridge  to  West  End.  It  would 
be  difficult  to  find  in  our  State  a  more  beautiful  view 
than  is  to  be  had  from  Dry  Ridge  on  the  Old  Glade  Road. 
In  the  vision  before  one  is  the  fine  landscape  to  be  seen 
from  the  boat  at  Grandview,  and  in  addition,  an  equally 
fine  view  on  the  southern  side  of  the  Ridge. 

Continuing  westwardly  from  West  End,  the  old  road 
bed  is  visible  to  the  left  or  southerly  side  of  Route  31 
at  the  Mount  Zion  Reformed  Church,  and  passes  through 
Dividing  Ridge  where  it  proceeds  still  to  the  left  to  the 
top  of  the  mountain  at  Praetor's  or  White  Horse  Tavern. 

On  the  Berlin  Quadrangle  of  the  Topographic  and 
Geological  Survey,  Deeter's  Gap,  which  is  a  short  dis- 
tance west  of  White  Horse,  is  shown.  Johann  Deeter 
for  whom  the  Gap  is  named  is  buried  to  the  north  of 
the  roadway.  I  am  informed  that  he  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  for  the  man  to  whom  he  was  then 
indentured. 

Between  this  point  and  Roxbury  on  the  south  of 
Route  31  are  to  be  found  a  number  of  scars  in  the  fields 
showing  the  location  of  the  old  road,  and  not  a  great 
distance  from  Route  31.  These  scars  are  still  in  evidence 
as  you  proceed  west  to  Brotherton,  and  here  are  found 
the  beautiful  Stoney  Creek  Glades.  At  the  bridge  over 
Stoney  Creek  just  before  reaching  Brotherton  on  the 
way  west,  the  old  roadbed  crosses  Route  31  to  the  right 
to  Blacks  old  residence,  and  toward  the  new  Super 
Highway,  Blacks  being  a  little  to  the  east  of  Brotherton. 

From  Brotherton  to  Somerset,  the  course  of  the  Old 
Glade  Road  is  to  the  right,  or  north  of  present  Route  31. 
It  ran  to  the  north  of  Somerset,  returning  to  the  location 
of  31  at  Lavansville.   Conestoga  Inn,  a  splendid  eating 
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place  four  miles  west  of  Somerset  was  on  the  Old  Glade 
Road.  The  present  house  was  built  in  1847  and  on  the 
site  of  an  earlier  house.  This  Inn  was  built  on  the  Old 
Glade  Road  that  proceeded  westwardly  to  West  Newton. 
The  present  owners  are  direct  descendants  of  David 
Lavan  who  settled  here  in  1812. 

The  course  of  the  old  road  was  from  Lavansville  to 
Jones  Mill  to  Donegal  and  westward,  as  present  Route 
No.  31.  In  June  of  1940  at  the  Ft.  Ligonier  Hotel,  Lig- 
onier,  Pennsylvania,  I  saw  a  map  copyrighted  by  Eliza- 
beth Patton  Beggs  on  which  the  road  between  Donegal 
and  westwardly  of  Acme  was  marked  "Glade  Pike." 

In  the  summer  of  1940  I  talked  with  D.  F.  Welchonse 
who  resided  on  Route  31  about  two  miles  east  of  Laurel- 
ville,  and  he  pointed  out  marks  of  the  Old  Glade  Road 
to  the  north  of  present  Route  31.  He  stated  that  the 
old  road  was  just  a  little  to  the  north  of  Route  31  at 
Donegal  and  continued  more  northwardly  as  it  passed 
Acme  and  swung  around  to  near  present  Route  31  at 
Laurelville.  I  called  at  his  home  this  summer  in  August 
last  only  to  find  his  earthly  belongings  being  sold  at 
public  auction,  he  having  died  but  a  few  weeks  before. 
He  was  a  fine  citizen  and  well  informed  on  the  early: 
history  of  that  locality.  .  /, 

His  statement  was  confirmed  by  a  Mr.  Stewart* 
Johnston,  in  his  ninetieth  year,  who  from  his  porch  not" 
far  from  the  Welchonse  house  pointed  out  the  course  of. 
the  old  road  to  the  north  of  Acme  as  it  swung  around 
a  high  hill  to  the  north  of  Route  31  toward  Laurelvilfe, 
formerly  Cherry.  -  •  -  • 

In  the  Bedford  or  Eastern  End,  the  road  is  mostjiy. 
referred  to  as  the  Glade  Pike.  In  the  Western,  or  Wfe'dt: 
Newton  End,  as  the  Glades  Trail,  and  in  the  Somerset: 
section,  as  the  Old  Glade  Road.  •.." 
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The  31  Mile  Tree 

While  the  1772  petition  asks  for  a  road  to  the  31 
mile  tree  from  Ft.  Pitt  where  Braddock's  army  crossed 
Seweckley  Creek,  it  is  evident  that  the  road  was  built 
to  West  Newton,  and  after  passing  Ruffsdale,  instead  of 
turning  north  to  Braddock's  Crossing  of  Sewekely 
Creek,  continued  west  to  Null's  and  Mendon  to  Budd's 
and  Simeral's  Ferries,  and  from  these  points,  as  an  after 
consideration,  by  different  branches  to  Parkinson's 
Ferry  or  Monongahela  City,  to  Castner's  Ferry  at  Do- 
nora  and  to  Perry's  Ferry,  Pangburn  Hollow,  near 
Elizabeth,  and  thence  to  McKeesport,  the  principal 
branch  being  extended  past  Peterson's  or  Black  Horse 
Tavern  to  Parkinson's  Ferry  or  Monongahela  City  and 
on  to  Washington,  and  is  now  Route  No.  31. 

The  position  I  have  taken  with  reference  to  the 
course  of  the  Glade  Road  is  supported  by  Richard  F. 
Darsie  of  Scottdale,  Pennsylvania,  who  in  an  article  now 
on  file  with  our  State  Archivist,  Henry  W.  Shoemaker, 
Whites : 

•"•  "The  Glade  Road  passes  through  Somerset  Bor- 
ough, Lavansville,  Bakersville,  and  enters  Westmoreland 
County  at  the  top  of  Laurel  Hill  Mountain,  continuing 
through  Jones  Mill,  Donegal,  Laurelville,  Mount  Pleas- 
ant, Ruffsdale,  Mendon,  and  strikes  the  Youghiogheny 
River  at  West  Newton,  which  in  the  early  days  was 
known  as  Robbstown  and  Simerabs  Ferry."  Simerabs 
IS, doubtless  misspelled  and  should  be  Simerals. 

:;  I  therefore  conclude  that  the  Glade  Road  was  sur- 
veyed in  1772,  followed  in  part  the  Burd  Road  of  1755, 
an(i  the  general  course  of  present  Route  No.  31  to  West 
Newton,  was  extended  to  the  Monongahela  River,  the 
main  branch  to  Parkinson's  Ferry,  now  Monongahela 
City,  and  thence  to  Washington. 
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